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of "Religion in Danger" was instinctive, and they
raised that cry very loudly indeed.
The excitement caused thereby has led to friction
which has culminated in disastrous riots, especially
in the big cities. The village life, in the depth of the
country, has been more normal.
Let me give a description of what happened
during the Flood Relief work in North Bengal, in
which I had been asked to take a part. The flood-
stricken villagers were Muhammadans, but the
national volunteers who went to work among them
were nearly all Hindus and the money contributed
was mainly Hindu money. This caused no comment:
it was taken for granted. In other circumstances the
reverse of this might have happened. Muslim
students, if they had been first on the spot, would
have gone to the help of Hindu villagers. For
throughout the villages of India, in the great issues
of life and death, as well as in the small amenities
of daily intercourse, a cordial relationship, full of
human kindness, has become prevalent in the course
of many centuries. Otherwise, life itself would have
been rendered impossible where the intermingling
is so close.
It is quite true that there have been wild gusts
of passion sweeping across the country leading to
bloodshed. These burn themselves out, leaving a
track of shame behind them. Such things also happen
in Europe, where literacy is far more widespread
than in India. There are also economic causes. But
taking all these things into account, they do not